
APS PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

27 September 2016 MINUTES 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs.Leeder, Madame Deuchars, Nancy Newell, Amanda 

Walker, Julie Williams, Brad Surjanac, Megan Ward, Shelley Brasier, Christie 

O’Neill, Jennifer Gemmill, Sarah Bashford, Sarah Clark, Sean Kelly, Danielle 

Holmes, Julie Bartley,  

REGRETS RECEIVED:  Meryka Wyman, Victoria Jessup, Pippa, Cherie Knox. 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, and INTRODUCTIONS:  MRS. LEEDER 

a) Introductions 

b) Approval and review of the agenda 

 

2. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

a) Amanda W will not be in charge of the bulletin board anymore.  Sarah 

Clark is going to do it going forward. 

 

3. MAY 2016 MINUTES 

a) Approval of the minutes:  Julie Williams – moved, 2nd – Sarah Bashford, all in 

favour.  MOTION CARRIED. 

b) Business arising from minutes: 

- paint night was huge success, gym was filled. Queen Vic followed us and 

did the same thing.  

- self-defence for girls was great 

- choir was a success – Ms Stone was great, PAC may do it again, but this 

time there will be staff teachers present to learn  

- parent engagement money was used to make kindergarten packages. 

Kids really liked them. 

- the garden did not do well.  No one looked after it over the summer.  

- Zoo to You was good  

- Pane Vino night was great.  Lou raised $519 for us and gave us 25% from 

the whole night, not just from APS parents.  Extremely generous.   

- Boston Pizza - $313 in cash 



 

ACTION ITEM:  AMY REEDS IS TO SEND LOU A LETTER THANKING HIM.   

 

4.  THE ROLE OF PARENT COUNCIL AT APS AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

Attendance:  Come when you can.   

It is important to be a part of the school and the decisions made therein.  

Our role is not exclusively fundraising, although we do do a lot of that.  

Fundraising is important – as a result of our efforts every student went on a trip for 

free last year, and our fundraising made it so teachers explored different options 

for trips that they hadn’t done before.  So although it is “fundraising” that we do, 

it is really about giving back to the students.   

Chair (or Co-Chairs) are members who “feed” information to and from 

administration and parents. For those not wanting to approach Mrs. Leeder 

directly, the Chair is essential. Chairs and co-chairs help shape the agenda for 

meetings and future discussions; they motivate the group.  

a) Chair/Co-Chair Position:  Discussion to ascertain interest. Amanda is 

not running this year.  Sarah Bashford nominated Amy Reeds and 

Nancy Newell.  Danielle seconded.  All in favour.  MOTION CARRIED.  

b)  Secretary Position: Amy Reeds nominated of Megan Ward.  Nancy 

Newell seconded.  All in favour.   MOTION CARRIED.  

 

5. GOALS FOR 2016-17/FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

a)  Fundraising 

Right away in September we are fundraising for Terry Fox and the school 

through QPS magazine sales – two things at the same time.  We are also 

about to do Fresh From the Farm (a one-time purchase of veggies or 

apples from a farmer), which is due October 13th.  

Future fundraising ideas discussed:   

 Boston Pizza – renewal to be done by Amanda [ACTION ITEM] 

 Poinsettias – Last year we left it a little late.  We need to act sooner 

rather than later – aim for end of November delivery.  Bradford 

Nursery was great, we will use them again.  

 Silent auction – we left this too late last year again.  There is a 

holiday concert this year, so maybe we can do it then.  December.  



 Cards made by the children.  Nora has experience with this 

company.  Probably won’t be able to do this before Christmas. 

 Elmira chicken. BBQ season perhaps.  

 Easter/spring plants – Bradford Nursery 

 

b) Goals/Programs/Events/Experiences/What are we Raising Money for?  

 

See the Financial Statement for APS supplied by Nora Leeder.  

Goals discussed: there is a group consensus that, like last year, we are 

interested in spending money on experiences for the children and 

technology or chattles that we can take to the new school, should this 

school be closed.  We are not going to spend money on capital changes 

to the building or property.   

 Artist in Motion – An artist comes in and gives the children art 

lessons.  $10/child.   

 Movie Night – We get a new release from a program that Danielle 

knows, kids get jammies on, we provide popcorn. Week night 

starting at 6:30.  Cost for Danielle’s school $350 for the licencing of 

the movies for the year.   

 Class trips -  

 Hydration Station – ~$1500, allows the children to fill their bottles 

with filtered water. 

 Fresh Fuell Self Esteem Class –  

 Self defence with Chris Reynolds – we did it for the girls last year, 

and last year we discussed doing it for the boys this year.  

 Sarah Stone choir, but this year we would have the teachers attend 

so they can gain knowledge to use in the class. 

 

6.  PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Nora Leeder 

a) EQAO Results: See handout by Nora Leeder.  We did well.   

b) Staffing – grade 1 literacy coach. Ms. Dunford has reduced her time here to 

30% and Ms. Versteeg has been hired for grade one. Ms.Versteeg is a wonderful 

teacher and has a special focus on outdoor ed.   



c) Lunch time crossing guard – she will be leaving as of January 1 because there 

is no need.  

d) Cross country – Ms. Wastenys is coaching again this year.  Ms. MacLean is 

going to the meet, as well as another staff member.  October 4th.  Parents are 

needed.   

e) Primary athletics – this is being looked at Board-wide. Primary athletics was 

meant to be a non-competitive program, but it has become more competitive 

and about winning.  We struggle to get staff coaches for junior athletics, let 

alone primary. Even if parents take the lead as coach, a staff member has to be 

present. All of the indoor-sport junior county championships are moving to 

Minden ($500 bus); it is likely that the primary program would move there too.  

We need to assess whether we want a primary athletics program here.  An 

alternative is to do an intramural school-based program.  

 

Next meeting: Last Tuesday of the month. [LATER AMENDED TO OCTOBER 18] 

 

[ACTION ITEM – Megan, Christie, and Sarah to think about Santa Claus parade in 

time for the next meeting] 

 


