
ALEXANDRA PUBLIC SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

 

December 1, 2015 MINUTES 

 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Brad Surjanac, Amy Reeds, Amanda Walker, Julie Williams, 

Megan Ward, Meryka Currie, Sarah Bashford, Michelle , Heather F, Mrs. Leeder 

 

 

 
1.  WELCOME: Amanda 
 
 
2. NEW ITEMS 
 

 District board meeting attendance this week 
o Agenda: Update from the director, parent engagement funds, board 

engagement funds, pro-grants, parent communication, helping parents with 
students of special needs, $500 grant to be used to bring parents in (on top of 
the $1000 from the Ministry. To be used for:  curriculum night, babysitter, 
Jimmy Chapman, special event, etc. 

o Time:  Thursday 7pm at the Board 

 Paying the babysitter – in the past, $10/1.5 hours of babysitting at the PAC meetings. 
Sometimes we bring in 2 babysitters.  

o Motion to pay the sitter $20/1.5hr – DEFERRED UNTIL QUORUM   
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

 Meryka C - approved 

 Sarah B - seconded 

 All in favour 
 
4. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING – Business arising from the minutes 
 

 Mrs. Leeder is working on the COC, contacting her colleagues 

 Bullying document – still to be reviewed 

 Photos on social media 
o Parents who are uncomfortable are to talk to Mrs. Leeder 
o Photos are never accompanied by a name 

 Water Depot 18L jug with pump -- $40 to own and $3 to fill for subsequent uses.  The 
kids will have to have cups (options:  Ikea, paper cups, “lug a mug”, and bottle 
fundraiser  tied in to Earth Day) 

o Motion to purchase 18L bottle for $40 – Sarah 1sts the motion, Brad seconds, all 
in favour.  

o ACTION ITEM:  Amanda to look into purchasing cups and bottle.  
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5. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
a) Mrs. Myers’ Retirement 

 She is leaving December 18 

 She wants it low-key 

 Cat & Fiddle, Thursday December 17 from 4-6, but she does not want it in the 
newsletter, drop by.  

 She did give permission to say something at the xmas night assembly.  

 Also a framed photo of the school 

 Hiring process in place. 
 
b) Santa Claus Parade 

 

 Lots of positive feedback.  
 
c) Surfin’ Santa 
 

 Christmas concert musical 

 Young classes are going to sing a song first, and then the older kids will do the play 

 Lots of hard work has gone into it 
 
d) Report Cards and Kindergarten Observations 
 

 Grades 1-8 on December 11, and they will look the same as years prior 

 Kindergarten observation, no reports. 

 Parent interviews are different now; not mandatory at this time. Teachers are only 
required to interview when child has had difficulties academically.  Or a parent can 
request an interview.  Next year interviews will be mandatory again.  

 
e) Ministry of Educations’ Parent’s Guide to Revised Health and Physical Education Curriculum 
 

 Hand out explains exactly what the curriculum entails.  

 Handout will be left in office in the magazine rack. 
 

f) Budgeting at APS 
 

 Budgets fall within the school 
o PAC-generated funds – money raised by PAC.  This money goes into an account 

that is a school banking account.  Ministry-mandated.  Deb manages this 
account.  No one person can sign off on cheques, it requires 2 people. Any 
money raised by PAC has to have a purpose – field trips, etc.  Right now we give 
$300 per class for field trip bussing = $2100 total. Also purchased the tent, and 
we have thought about enhancing our outdoor classrooms.  The money MUST 
BE SPENT ON STUDENTS.  For example, the PAC money can’t be used to buy the 
staff an appreciation lunch.  When we talked about the parade, it can’t come 
from the PAC budget.   
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o Board-given budget = $140/child and sometimes a base amount for small 
schools to cover things that we have no control over.  The photocopiers and 
photocopying, telephones, principal’s cell phone, etc.  Teachers get $20/child to 
buy the things they need to run a classroom, crafts, books, etc.  Library gets 
$1200 for books. Resource money for things like fidget tools, headphones, 
sensory room, etc.  

o School-generated funds: Milk sales and pizza days. It covers Jimmy Chapman, 
kids that can’t afford field trips, parade float, technology,  

o Breakfast program: Michelle presented where we get our money from. This 
money comes from the School Board, Ministry of Children & Youth Services, 
Food for Kids (emergency funding), Breakfast Clubs of Canada, Metro Green 
Apple Grant (a separate program in addition to breakfast club), Dupont Grant, 
etc, etc.  Food Basics manager here in Lindsay will give you a $50 gift card every 
month if you ask.  This funding is about building partnerships.  Kawartha Lakes 
Food Source gives us milk and a fruit allotment.  Many sources.  It has a 
separate account.   We got the Green Apple Grant this year ($1000).   

 Grocery Foundation voucher program:  We have applied and we were 
accepted.   

 The voucher program basically doubles your money.  You buy a 
booklet of 20 vouchers, and you get double the money that you 
put in ($1.50 per voucher gets you $3.00 of product).  One 
benefit of vouchers:  they have an allotment per area – so if 
another school hasn’t used their allotment we can purchase 
more.. So we can purchase vouchers for cheese strings, fruits & 
veggies, etc.  The vouchers expire and have not been all used up 
in years past.  But now what we do is use up the vouchers at the 
end of the year and do a raffle, or the food is given to families 
who need it, or it is donated to APCH.  There is no conflict in 
donating the food that would otherwise be garbage – Michelle 
confirmed with the Board.  

 Question:  what do we want the $1000 spent on from the Green Apple 
Grant?  Smoothie program?  

 
6. POINSETTIA SALES 
 

 Flyers went home and orders are due on the 4th.   

 Parents need to come in on Friday to complete magazine sales.  Megan and Amanda. 
 
7.  MAGAZINE SALES 
 

 Not great so far, hopefully online orders are better.  
 
8. SILENT AUCTION: Amanda 
 

 Not many donations thus far.  Still soliciting.  

 Sarah Bashford has a wine-fridge, still in the box. Amy has some high-end items. 
Amanda had the idea to raffle off the Boston Pizza gift card we get from the Lindsay 
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franchise.  Heather’s sister will do a painting. Cookies (1 doz per mo) – Nicole (?) does 
this.  ACTION ITEM: F is going to call her.   

 We also need some low-end items.   

 Discussion: some items are going to have a minimum value of purchase. 
 
9. TOY DRIVE: Amy 
 

 Different format now – parents are going to shop for the children rather than us 
choosing presents.  There is a central store that they can shop from, open for 3 days.   

 Shopping nights are the 19th (10-4), 20th (10-4), 23rd.   

 Transportation is free courtesy of Vet taxi.   

 Amy needs: ambassadors to walk through and help choose gifts in a timely manner, and 
decorations.  

 
10. MOVING FORWARD: Parent Council Financial Goals 
 

 There is currently $3286 in the account, total 
o –$2100 for field trips = $1100 available 
o Money still to come in:  prediction that magazines will bring in $1000, silent 

auction, and poinsettias 

 Options/ideas on how to spend the money: 
o soccer balls (~$9/ball) 
o tether ball 
o ipads in every classroom that uses them (4) – as of now, teachers are signing out 

ipads from the office  
o smart board ($1500 and a $3000 projector) 
o fridge for the basement (usually comes out of school budget, but can come out 

of PAC)  ACTION ITEM: Michelle says that her breakfast club budget has 
money for equipment. She is looking into it.  

o Sensory room items for both the main sensory room, but also so each teacher 
can have one in their own rooms.  

 ACTION ITEM:  Mrs. Leeder to price tether ball installation.  
 

 Do we need to do more fundraising, given that there are still some campaigns to 
come?  Yes.  Top up the field trips for the camp trip because it is expensive and it would 
be good to be all paid for.  

 
NEXT MEETING: 
 

 January 12th at 6pm.  
 


