
APS Parent Council Meeting 
 Minutes, January 15, 2018  

 

Present: A. Reeds (Chair), S. Clark (Secretary), P. Stephenson, C. Knox (Co-Chair), 

A. Walker, S. Negus, V. Jerva, B. Thompson, S. Griffiths, David Morrison (Trustee) 

 

Regrets: S. Keys, D. Holmes.  

 

1.   Welcome 
Minutes from Last Meeting – Review and Approval 

 

2.  Principal’s Report 
Christmas Cookie Project  

a) Bill extended thanks to all of the parents involved in the project. 
b) Bill recapped all of the math skills (incl estimation, measurement, budgeting) involved 
c) Amy inquired as to funding for the project.  Bill complimented the contributions of Burns’ Bulk 

Food (discounts) and even a spontaneous $10 donation (from a Local Resident in the store at 
the time). 

 
Christmas Concert  - Bill extended thanks and congratulations to all 

Parking Lot Safety 
a) Bill is looking for feedback from Parents  
b) Amanda confirmed that there are no traffic issues/parent complaints  known at this time due to 

the movement of dismissal location 
c) Amy inquired about sanding of pathways to the school for the children.  Bill confirmed that the 

Operations Dept has been looking after this. 
 
MakerSpace - Update Provided, Plans moving along well 

a)  Bill received quote for exhaust fan (mandatory) 
b) Planning to get rid of older desks 
c) Superintendents getting high schools involved in building work benches  
d) Need to begin planning in terms of long term funding 
e) Will be making a Wish List, perhaps using skills connections  
f) Major purchases (ie 3D printer) to be reviewed further down the road 

 

3.  Financial Report 
a) K. Zimmerman to forward it tomorrow 
b) Silent Auction went well and produced $1.027.05 in revenue 



4.  Parent Communication / Involvement 
Building on Parent Council’s desire to reach more parents and communicate more effectively, Amy 
suggested council brainstorm ways to reach out. 
 
School-Wide Wish Lists 

a) Amy suggested School-wide “Wish List”  that took into account every classroom/club/event 
which would involve the entire school community in the process.  Brainstorming produced the 
idea of a “Helping Hands Tree”  or “Giving Tree” that could be posted outside of the office or 
individual classroom doors.  
ACTION ITEM:  Cherie will coordinate with grade 2, 4 and 6 teachers to see what is needed 
ACTION ITEM:  Sam will coordinate with the Grade 5 class 
ACTION ITEM:  Bill will coordinate with the remaining teachers and those who run clubs 
 

Social Media, Newsletters, and Community Calendars 
b) Council also explored ways to utilize existing social media outlets.  
c) Amy suggested that Council find out what community activities are being run out of APS and 

when, so that council can make parents aware (building community awareness) 
d) Bill showed example of Parent Council invitation from Jack Callaghan, showing clear objectives 

of council, which included Fundraising but listed it as its last (and implied “least important”) 
task. 

e) Amy asked Bill if Parent Council could have a reserved “corner” in the Monthly newsletter 
ACTION ITEM:  Amy has committed to providing written “column” by the end of each month 

 
 

5.  Discussion surrounding Advance Notice for Events 
It was suggested that parents be given more notice for events / tournaments 
 
Permission / Volunteer Forms 

a)  Cherie suggested that more parents would be able to attend or volunteer for events with 
greater notice. 

b) It was suggested that as soon as teachers learn of tournament dates, that info be shared with 
parents so that they can request time off work to attend and support 

c) Amy asked if all teachers supply a monthly classroom newsletter, as the CALENDAR ITEMS 
section at the end allows parents to populate their calendars in one fell swoop 

d) Cherie reminded council of the Parent Representatives idea that was tried a few years ago. 
While it was wildly successful in some classrooms (and those parents were able to liaise with 
others), representatives did not feel welcome in all classrooms.  With so many new teachers in 
APS this year, perhaps the concept should be revisited 
ACTION ITEM:  Bill will speak to the teachers and share concerns about advance notice 

 
 
Google Calendar - Test/Assignment Scheduling 

a)  Sarah Clark inquired as to whether it would be practical to coordinate (classroom) assignments, 
activities, and events within the school-wide Google calendar 



 
Spirit Days - Coordination and Notice 

a)  Cherie suggested that Spirit Days be better planned and easier to manage 
b) Parents may have felt that the December schedule was heavy and inconsistent (ie, Spirit day on 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday - very stressful for families, especially those with multiple kids 
c) It was also suggested that Spirit themes be easier to accommodate. 
d) Amy suggested that perhaps Spirit Days be scheduled once a month on a regular schedule so 

that parents can be “trained” to expect them (ie: the last Friday of every month) 
ACTION ITEM:   Bill will coordinate with Stephanie McLean and her We Team 

 
 

6.  Fundraising / Events 
Council acknowledged that timing plays a crucial role in successful fundraising ventures/event 
attendance.  Additionally, Council wants to fundraise “for a specific project or cause”, as it is more likely 
to gain traction with parents rather than fundraising simply for the sake of raising money for field trips. 
 
“Maker Space Movie Night” 

a) Council agreed that we would like to host two (2) movie nights this year, preferably one in Feb 
or March and another in May (Exact date to be decided) 

b) Possible dates discussed:  FIRST CHOICE: Feb 15th   SECOND CHOICE: March 6th  
c) Start time of 5:30pm discussed (if pizza involved) with movie to start shortly after 6. 
d) Will need to coordinate pizza and/or popcorn sales 
e) Price of Admission discussed.  Council considered putting all money raised toward the cost of 

the Exhaust Fan in the Makerspace.  At this time, it is not known if this will be an expense that 
the school needs to absorb or if the Board will cover it as a Capitalized Expense 

f) Council passed a motion (Brought forward by Sarah C and seconded by Sam) that in lieu of 
buying tickets to the movie, students and parents will be asked to donate items needed for the 
Maker Space 

g) In order to avoid a situation whereby too many of the same items are donated, it was agreed 
that we would divide the needed items amongst the different grades.  Needed items will range 
in price and should be easy to acquire. 

 
ACTION ITEM:  Bill to investigate availability of the Gym so council can announce date 
ACTION ITEM:  Amanda will divide the Makerspace wish-list evenly between the classes  
ACTION ITEM:  Council still to decide what movie to show based on availability 
 

Pane Vino’s APS Night Out 
a)  Due to time constraints - and the expected date to be some time in May or June - this item was 

deferred to the next meeting 
 
Big Box of Cards: ($33)  

a)  Cost of the cards is now $33.00/box for 33 quality cards 
b) Amy proposed that we consider this item for an Easter fundraiser in April to take advantage of 

extended family sales 
c) Council agreed it would be an easy fundraiser in place of spring plants 



d) Given the timeline, this item was deferred to the next meeting 

7.  Other Business  
(Items not reflected on the agenda) 
 
Resources for Parents 
Amy asked Bill if the school / board had suggested resources available for parents wishing to support 
their avid readers.  
 

a)  Council discussed the significant  number of titles available to students (via classroom, library, 
and now online) and the inability of parents to “pre-read them all”  in order to anticipate 
supportive conversations.  Are there available “COLES NOTES for parents?”  

b) In cases of Board-wide required reading (Battle of the Books), it is possible that there are many 
families having the exact same conversations - and not all parents will seek out additional 
resources to support.  Do the schools have resources in-house for kids with questions?  Do 
schools have reliable resources to share with parents? 

c) Council looking to experienced teachers and administrators - How do we talk to our kids about 
concepts/historical events that they may be reading about for the first time?  

d) Council acknowledged that every child has unique experiences, and different levels of IQ/EQ 
development.  Even though libraries/classrooms/BOB books contain age-appropriate content, 
families may benefit from additional supports to enhance learning and comprehension. 
 
ACTION ITEM:  Bill suggested that he approach Superintendent Andrea Gillespie to investigate 
parental supports, especially with respect to required reading which affects more parents. 

 
 
Trustee David Morrison 

a) Thanked us for allowing him to attend our meeting 
b) Accolades on the Christmas Concert.  He attended many of them, and ours was spectacular! 

 
 

8.  Adjournment - 7:44pm 
 
 
 

Next Meeting Date:  February 12, 2018 at 6:00pm 
 


